
Rhinelander School Board Candidate Mary Peterson 

Education
Bachelor of Music (K 12 vocal music) from UWSP. Master of Music Education from U of MN 
(Twin Cities). I taught vocal music for 40 years, 38 of them in the Rhinelander School District. I 
have been retired for almost 11 years.

Organizations (Local, State & National)
Currently I am a member of Rhinelander Area Retired Educators Association, Wisconsin 
Retired Educators Association, AARP, Learning in Retirement (I am the director of the LIR 
Chorus),and I am a member of the First Congregational United Church of Christ and am the 
director of the Senior Choir. I served on the CESA #9 Board of Control for seven years. I will be 
completing 9 years on the Rhinelander School Board, serving as Board clerk.  I am also a 
member of the Wisconsin Association of School Boards

Why have you decided to run for your Board of Education?
We, as a community, have a responsibility to provide an education for our children.  My three 
children were students in the Rhinelander school system and graduates of Rhinelander High 
School. The education they received, gave them the foundation to now be successful and 
contributing members of society.  I want to help insure that the same opportunities my children 
had, are available for this generation of young people.

What qualifications and/or experiences do you have that qualify you for this 
office?
I have been on the school board for 9 years.  I have brought forty years of classroom 
experience to board discussions.  Educational innovations evolve, but classroom management 
has not.  I have been a member of this community for forty-eight years. I understand what 
Rhinelander parents and grand-parents feel is important for the education of their children.

What do you think are the most pressing issues for your school district? 
How can you help solve the issue or issues? 
The most pressing issue facing our school district is providing   quality educational experiences 
while being fiscally responsible.  I feel that all school board decisions must be made with 
“what's best for kids?"

Do you support the use of "exceed the levy" referenda by school districts to 
maintain funding levels the School Board determines necessary? 
I support it, but I wish we didn't have to do it. Our children need to be able to compete with 
children in other areas of our state and country.  The tools needed,  cost money.  The state 
funding formula does not provide enough to let this happen. Our only choice is to use the 
"exceed the levy" referenda option.  For us, that's every three years.

Other
The WI state school funding formula must be changed.  Each WI student should be equal in 
the eyes of our legislature.  The formula should, but currently does not, take into 
consideration all of the socio-economic factors of an individual community. Our local 
legislators must take an active and visible role in advocating change. Board members in this 
district and in similar districts, need to encourage representatives to do so.


