
Rhinelander School Board Candidate Fred Andrist 

Education
Graduated from Wausaukee Public High School 1971

Graduated from UW - Stout 1975

Taught High School Industrial Arts Patch Grove Public High School 1975 - 1978

Taught High School Industrial Arts/Tech Ed. Rib Lake Public High School 1978 - 1996

Educational Employee Union Advocate in northern Wisconsin, 1996 - 2014

Organizations (Local, State & National)
Various retired teacher groups

Various retired professional education staff groups

Why have you decided to run for your Board of Education?
I have spent my whole career advocating for students, public schools, and public school 
employees.  Running for school board is the next level of that advocacy.  With the recent 
referendums passing here and throughout the state, it is clear that the public supports their 
public schools.  However, with that support comes the responsibility of doing the very best we 
can for our public schools.  The school board serves a very important function in this endeavor, 
and  I want to bring a fresh perspective to that leadership.

What qualifications and/or experiences do you have that qualify you for this 
office?
Two basic skills I have used all my life are  listening to people and problem solving.  I am 
familiar with how school districts and staff from this part of the state operate and have 
experience in developing and dealing with organizational budgets.  I hope to bring that 
perspective to the District and to further connect the district to its residents.

What do you think are the most pressing issues for your school district? 
How can you help solve the issue or issues? 
Public schools serve one of the most important functions in our society.  Sadly, however, the 
most pressing issue is making the most of the limited dollars available for public schools.  
Given the recent support demonstrated by the district residents for the referendum, that effort 
is even more important.  Solving that issue will take listening, problem solving, and advocacy, 
all skills I have developed over my career.

Do you support the use of "exceed the levy" referenda by school districts to 
maintain funding levels the School Board determines necessary? Why or 
why not?



Yes, I see the need for referenda, particularly when the state puts districts in the position where 
they need to go to referendum just to maintain a quality education.  However, it doesn't matter 
where the dollars are coming from, they still must be spent wisely.

Other
The support and trust of the school district residents are important things.  The District must 
demonstrate that it values that trust and must work hard to maintain it.  This would be the 
cornerstone of my time on the school board.


