
Tomahawk School Board Candidate Christine Brown 

Education
I hold a BA in Global Peace and Justice Studies from St. Norbert College in De Pere, WI and a 
MS in Organizational Management and Leadership from Springfield College in Springfield, MA.  
For the last seven years, I’ve worked as the first Executive Director of the National PKU 
Alliance.  The Alliance is a nonprofit patient organization that improves the lives of individuals 
with PKU and pursues a cure.  We have 17 local affiliates across the country and we focus our 
efforts in education, advocacy, support and research. I lead our public policy efforts, administer 
a robust international research program and direct several projects to support adults and 
families living with this rare disease.  Prior to my work at the Alliance, I was the Executive 
Director of the Tomahawk Regional Chamber of Commerce.  Most of my career has been 
dedicated in building and leading nonprofit organizations at the local, state, national and 
international level.

Organizations (Local, State & National)
I am an active member of St. Mary’s Church in Tomahawk and volunteer for many youth-
related activities.  I am also a former Board member of the Tomahawk STAR Foundation and 
Lincoln County Partners in Education.  I am a Member of the Wisconsin Newborn Screening 
Committee and a Subcommittee Member of the US Department of Health and Human 
Services, Secretary’s Advisory Council on Heritable Disorders in Newborns and Children.

Why have you decided to run for your Board of Education?
I have two children that attend Tomahawk Elementary School and one child that attends 
Tomahawk Middle School.  There is only one other parent currently serving on the School 
Board that has children enrolled in the school district.  I believe the parent perspective is 
critical to develop policy to ensure the proper care, management and control of District Affairs.  
I also firmly believe in being involved in the community and want to ensure that my children 
and all of the children in our community receive an outstanding education that solidly prepares 
them for life beyond high school.

What qualifications and/or experiences do you have that qualify you for this 
office? 
I have extensive experience in advocacy, public policy, coalition building, Board development, 
organizational development and building and leading strong and vibrant organizations.  In 
addition, as the former Executive Director of the Chamber of Commerce, I have experience in 
working with local businesses to better our community.  The school belongs to our community 
and is one of our strongest assets.  

What do you think are the most pressing issues for your school district? 
How can you help solve the issue or issues? 



Since our youngest child was born in 2008, the Tomahawk School District has had to cut close 
to $3 million from its budget.  While everyone is doing more with less these days, additional 
cuts will endanger the quality of our children’s education and the future of our local economy.  

We also need to do more to ensure that those children that are struggling get the help and 
attention they need to become proficient in math and reading.  I also believe we need to 
expand the number of electives available so students can be exposed to more ideas and 
deepen their knowledge on subjects they are passionate about.  This will help us graduate 
students who are well rounded and feel they have a true purpose as they go on to college, the 
military or workforce.  

My experience in strategic planning, advocacy, public policy, community service, and conflict 
resolution can benefit the Board of Education in addressing these issues.

Do you support the use of "exceed the levy" referenda by school districts to 
maintain funding levels the School Board determines necessary? Why or 
why not?
Yes, I do.  The current state funding formula for schools does not benefit small rural 
communities like Tomahawk.  Our teachers are our best resource and they are doing the best 
they can with what they have, but we simply need more. I believe our businesses and 
community want a strong education system and their needs should be considering in looking at 
a possible referendum.  We have to invest in our children.  We have to invest in public school 
education.  There is no greater return in investment than that given to ensure our schools 
remain strong.

Other


