
Arbor Vitae-Woodruff School Board Candidate Patricia Cirese 

Education
Graduate of Lakeland Union High School. Coursework in accounting and business at Nicolet 
College. Employed at AV-W school from 1977-2006. Started as secretary and worked into 
finance manager position.

Organizations (Local, State & National)
WASB, Lakeland Sharing Foundation Vice-President

Why have you decided to run for your Board of Education?
This will be my 2nd term on the school board. I originally ran for the board to help our school 
once again become the best that we can be. Thanks to the taxpayers who helped us to pass a 
referendum we are well on our way to greatness. I want to remain a part of AVW with its 
positive culture where we are teaching our students values, life skills and how to think on their 
own. We still have many challenges with the funding formula for schools and we remain 
diligent about being fiscally responsible.

What qualifications and/or experiences do you have that qualify you for this 
office?
I have 30 years experience in the school district in the area of finances. I attend workshops for 
school board members to help keep us up to date on current legislation for schools and tips on 
how to be a good board member.

I was born and raised here so have a great understanding of the people of our towns and also 
a loyalty to AVW. It has always been a part of my life.

What do you think are the most pressing issues for your school district? 
How can you help solve the issue or issues? 
Besides the obvious issues of funding formulas, one of the most pressing issues for schools is 
being able to retain highly qualified teachers. We need to be able to be competitive with our 
compensation package and offer a positive work environment with administrative and board 
support. The students in all public schools are much more diverse than they have ever been 
and we need to help ALL students to be the best that they can be.

Do you support the use of "exceed the levy" referenda by school districts to 
maintain funding levels the School Board determines necessary? Why or 
why not?
I do support the use of a referendum to exceed the levy. Without this option we would not be 
where we are today. We have a beautiful facility and want to be able to maintain our physical 
plant and to be able remain competitive with the other districts in the quality of our staff and 
encourage students to choose AVW as their school of choice.

Other
Our goal at AVW is to have everyone in the community be a part of our children's education. 
We invite everyone to come in and see what we do and why our school is so great!


